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Comparing the challenges and opportunities of China's comprehensive strategic
partnership with Iran, Saudi Arabia, and the UAE
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Abstract

With the emergence and expansion of China’s strategic influence in West Asia and the change in the region’s
political-economic balance of power, the necessity of reviewing the cooperation patterns of the Islamic Republic
of Iran, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates with China has been highlighted. Using a descriptive-
analytical method, the article attempts to explain the dimensions and contexts of the new power arrangements and
examine the strategic consequences of China’s activism on shaping the opportunities and challenges of trilateral
cooperation among the three key regional players. The findings show that China’s deepening economic relations,
investment in energy, technology, and infrastructure, and benefiting from regional competitions have consolidated
its position as a balancing actor and deterrent. On the one hand, Iran has been able to reduce the pressure of
sanctions and increase its strategic depth, and on the other hand, Saudi Arabia and the UAE have gained greater
maneuverability in the new order while diversifying their foreign policy and accessing economic benefits. But
parallel interests, geopolitical competition, and pressure from transregional powers continue to create serious
obstacles to deepening cooperation.
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