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South Korea’s Cultural Diplomacy and the Function of the Hallyu Wave in West Asia:
Redefining Soft Power in the Digital Culture Age
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Abstract

This study examines the institutional and policy mechanisms through which South Korea has systematically
transformed the "Hallyu" cultural wave into an effective instrument of soft power and cultural influence in West Asia.
Moving beyond descriptive accounts of Hallyu's popularity, the research employs Joseph Nye's soft power theory
within a descriptive-analytical framework to answer the central question: through what specific mechanisms has the
South Korean state instrumentalized Hallyu for cultural diplomacy in the West Asian region, with a focus on the
UAE, Saudi Arabia, and Qatar? The findings reveal a coordinated "smart cultural diplomacy" strategy predicated on a
government-market-institution synergy. This strategy is operationalized through five core mechanisms: 1) cultural
institutionalization via the King Sejong Institute network and cultural centers; 2) proactive state policy and funding for
creative industries; 3) media diplomacy through targeted partnerships with regional and global platforms; 4)
educational and language diplomacy; and 5) event-driven diplomacy in arts and entertainment. Collectively, these
mechanisms have enhanced the accessibility and reception of Korean cultural content, cultivated a positive national
image, and built long-term relational capital, thereby strengthening South Korea's soft power footprint in a
strategically significant region. The study concludes that Hallyu's success is not serendipitous but the result of a
sophisticated, long-term governance model that effectively converts cultural resources into geopolitical influence.
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. Unofficial cultural diplomats.
. New public diplomacy.
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1. Middle power.
2. Chaebol companies.
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1. Korea Culture and Content Agency.
2. Roh Moo-hyun administration.

3. Lee Myung-bak.
4. Presidential Council for National Branding.
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1. Mark Leonard.
2. One Dream, One Korea.

Y

c€ gomov o ¥ e/ D e | arone g/ HFC 6 (om0 2.3\



¥

62 € € RN (s fCo i) o 3(rn |y (6 (NS 7o g (e o

(538) sho 5 30 ool (sloadd 30 1Y

(K-pop) le S by (s g0 (I

ol s Slede Sler mh 03 0 S Kb s s Gle S e slaalie (e ) S S Pl s
b S 5 eslinal 3)5e o5 udE Szl 55 g3l Golpl Olgea 5 ekd fids el gledby 4 s et S
Sl bl glacdlas s cS il 5 Gl VS el s 51 el OB 05 28 Jlizad o
Lo Comio 53 Jlid S oS 5 5 Sdps el glo S Qb i se (golal 5 (Sa b Olejes (1S
Lo plaey S diles S s o 5512l 5l s Ol [ S5 cnl ane s cliadis I8 Gl o 5 gl oy it
(Shifa, 2021: 3-4) k55 o oy (oS Ol i sn il b sn Larls ladisas Lol Sis 5 oS

(K-drama) (sl 8 sledb jw 5 ok (o

A S 5 Sl et o bl en s el s (b gle S gladl e s el (e se LS s
bl g opl Lles S Wl glo S Su5 S 5 Ka b bime 55 age LMD 5 Llasl Iyime Sler UL L5 4t
Sy Sy 4 Aad e OLE atasgy Lledd Jodd oS 05 o (B AS  (Ka eledas 3 505 Ll
s Ll O e Sl Oler ) e Gble s (gl S (lame G ae T0YY L s (oS A S U
(Yoonetal., 2025) <ol sile L L5y cpl 5 sl il 5l g Kaidr

Slot Sl ol (o ld o g SISl o 0L oS0 s W e T (Sl e (slacods 5o
Lasssbws (l Slippore S (o pmas i 5 Slss il 038 S8 5028 (pl Je i gl s e S e e S
Js (Ko ladys Sl pis w1 L G S 5 Kles S (ls e e 58S Ml pal Cuui ol
@iy b ealie 4 ol L Cibsier 5 My Ol Osr oWJL e (Adams, 2022) Llasle
McCurry, ) Wles S Ll 18 Jlad oS s 50,5 gl a5l 53 (ol Ladbse oMo ol g s b
Al Sl s Ll Sl slas, S5 S b s dan Lo 5 (Ll il LsJl e imas (2024
Sl s Ll S 13 aal o Sedin Ol 3 5538 Waes s BTl Wiles S o Sle Sk 53 1y sle S (sl
.(Netflix Korea, 2023) s Sle c\m 2o S A V.u Ol 358

(&K g o3y s 30) (sle S 0L 25001 (2

2 oS IS Glajlpl 5l Sk 1S sldnl a o Sl 0dd e glo S 05 4 Gler e S
Saa b 5 0L a2 oy pele S o b Kap Sl Dol Cow 4 ae opl 3 pd s (Kb ulelss
osba K tege a8 VoV Il s oals Ol 51 (KSIF, 2024) 5505 adge 5 Mallo mlow 53 1 (sle S
L sleS 0bs Shisal 4 Sler oo 5 ol ol bl 5338 M 3 aad YOU 51 iy 5 4l 35S g 5 LG
S o Jas ypiS le 5 oS Ol S L Olssar Kpmes avene (ONliNE KSI, 2024) ol 035 g
ol S Kaalea ShlBl L TP Jl U gl ST sl alax 518 SKin s Slis ke slacnlen

1. Netflix.

2. Squid Game.

3. Parasite.

4. Descendants of the Sun.
5. Crash Landing on You.
6. The Glory.

7. All of Us Are Dead.
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. Pyeongchang 2018 Winter Olympics.

. Gangwon 2024 Youth Winter Olympics.
. Son Heung-min.

. House of Culture.

Busan.

. Young Policy Professionals Lab.

. Next Generation Journalists Network.
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