*“‘_f—:-—-———

Space Security and Power Competition After the Cold War: Strategic Evolutions from
Space Arms Control to the Satellite Economy
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Abstract

Since the end of the Cold War, outer space has undergone a profound transformation from a largely scientific and
symbolic arena into an autonomous and critical security domain in international relations. This study examines the
nature of this transition and analyzes the implications of intensifying great-power competition in space for the stability
and structure of the contemporary international order. It asks how, and under what conditions, outer space has evolved
into an independent security domain in the post-Cold War era, and how this competition affects the current
international system. The study argues that this strategic transformation is driven by the interaction of three key
factors: rapid technological advances that have enabled the military and security utilization of space; the growing
dependence of national security, sovereignty, and economic prosperity on space-based assets, which has elevated
them to strategic targets; and the limited effectiveness of existing legal regimes in addressing emerging challenges
associated with new actors and disruptive technologies. Using a qualitative, descriptive—analytical approach, the
research draws on an in-depth examination of relevant documents alongside the analysis of reliable quantitative data.
The findings suggest that the interaction of these factors has transformed outer space into a domain of intense
geopolitical competition, contributing to the weaponization of space, the acceleration of multipolar dynamics in the
global power structure, the erosion of existing international regimes, and a growing risk of strategic instability and
conflict. At the same time, deep economic interdependence and effective international institutions appear to function
as moderating forces that help restrain the escalation of full-scale confrontation. The study concludes that the future of
space security will depend on the ability of the international community to balance the logic of geopolitical
competition with the need for cooperation in establishing responsible norms of behavior, preserving the sustainability
of the shared orbital environment, and mitigating destabilizing trends.
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1. Anti-satellite weapons.
2. Satellite Economy.
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1. Documentary Analysis.

2. Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.
3. International Telecommunication Union.

4. Qualitative Content Analysis.

5. Strategic restraint.

6. Strategic restraint.

7. Krepon.

8. Thompson.

7A

¢6 gomoy conE EXIT CHA / P SN [ arorCo \/ HF € (om0 3.3\



74

[oYrm gon € (i g B0 | S oo e (RIACCS € sar( D e gone [ [eYone NTE|CnS

0l (K51 S a3 oo s 45 A5 ed Vil 5 L5 S oy Ml slezel oy 5 5 aliad slaalls il 58l (o5 el
Sl oS ile i oz Sl im s s sl o3l eis sl IS & 1) Slag Caale ( plad Ao slas sl &
oo bline glas Sl ol Olgs cov ol Sl sl gl (YOYY OYaYe) Oalils 5 gems SV
(S8 5 bl oSt b (St Jold) plad Ao Lol g 5w 5208 cliapll (g5l
S K plad Sluled Cal, oS Wsls 0L Wity pl Aty p a5 o e oot VLI lau s
Olopon ls glad e (UL Sl lanrb Gladsly  Conl 7585 b= 5o 2y 4l (s 0 O
b oo i OLY 5 losbm Sk 55 alad dbana 5 1 SGE SlaolenD Goos 1o (Y2Y0) 7 S35 dile Sl
355 a8l S oo LA |y e el LSl L2d 5o e, sl h ol &S Lsls i galanl Sl 55 (0,505,
/ Wl ol el 53 JIGly bl deels 5 330 e o blses a1 Lad 53 iy el ]
wlas cl ety s 4 i ey, SIS glasr by S50 Lol ey ook chw 2
6 la s o Wles S IVl TS5 a8 oy late 5 (To0)) jasldye 51 (ssm 4 dacadl, dlasstls
Sl o, (206 5 el atan bl Lot e T s Sl iy 5 Jotes a0 S
Lab s il bdme 5 ully 15 Coale i Ol ol o Sl 5,08 G s ol 5 e 58 (3L ST
Slasbrn 5 a3y osill G (VAAY) U5 (V4AE) a8 IS w sl b oJad OL1Salg (Jlde 53 s asTs
Lile 35 50 slaslg Conls LOT .iles S AST culs, Ll i s o oKen fuged 5 byl biw s el
Ao lan 3y sl s (WU 5 (plad sladl b S s Slardhe wile) o glatllr b Gl 5o s S
4 188Y) s 5 (144Y) iy 5 e L3l asls e Lad 003 5l 5 uly lis sulS Jele 1 5Tl
SISl a5 5 O K 0jm S Olgioas Liab iy o 3 ol il AuT b 5 ey pa 0Ll 28 w2
S SO L il S o el s sl s (049A) LK 5 Ol el S el
Llos S gy 2y el 5 aomeans ) (olaBl b (S gla iz JLS s el i
5 bld slal )3 s i edamn 5 elul B Ll O pl s s sl 4 S bl
sl los & s L1 slad dle s (YY) C3sk ol ol age Slidond g adse o ol b Of X s
Saals 5 S stme (6 S w5 033 a5 wls LS 3 o past eS8 SlalS L peh sl 5 Sl
53 L sl o8 s 5 (Y14) (alal annsi 5 (lSan Olajlo ol 03,5 = s o st i 5 ol Jilise
S Sl os 5 Al plas Sl 4 Sl sladl Sl LS:W{U 3 obe osls (6 slaesls ;«tLTa)l 9 oldel LJB
Sl 5 gen ( plab wlie ol Futal Slael 5 (slojlsale slaih o sgie LS 0 S8 L2b 02 2ol ol 2 S0
rl 53 i gl 5 mle Sl Gla il o (VoY) WSTlays 05 o8 sb0les sl 4 8515 ol — 5 5>
3 500l pldd e S (g ) SIS 53 (VYY) (sl 5 s diile Jliies (Sl s 3 sl 03 S o)L i
s 3 Slasoin 205 s (Mo Slosle SU S 058 2b) )lr sl i (oalisl sl 4 i islul

1. Secure World Foundation
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3. Great Power Competition
4. Securitization
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. Burnt Frost.
USA-193.

A-235 PL-19 Nudol.
. Inspector satellites.

. Kosmos-1408.

. SmallSats, CubeSats.
. Mega-Constellations.
. Amazon Kuiper.

. Remote Sensing.

0. Deniability.
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1. Operation Olympic Defender.
2. Tianwen-2.
3. BeiDou.
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1. Cosmos 1408.

2. GLONASS.

3. International Space Station.
4. Luna-25.
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1. Internet of Things.
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1. Artemis Accords.
2. Combined Space Operations Initiative — CspO.
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